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March 25, 1952

We have reviewed the draft Records of Decislon (POD) on the Bnmswick Naval
Alr station sites 1/3, and the Eastern Plume. We offer the following
caments for your consideration.

m_fe__mgme

The Eastern Plume is an area of contaminated groundwater, predcrrdmntly with
VoCs. Since VOCs do not generally persist in the aquatic envirorment, and
are rapidly metabolized and excreted by organisms, we do not expect them to
be significantly injuricus to aquatic organisms at the concentrations
reported. We, therafore, have no objection to the proposed remedy for the
contamination in this area. LA -

The actual landfill sites are relatively barren areas that offer limited
habitat to wildlife species. Remedial actions for the landfills appear to us
to be satisfactory in protecting natural resources under our jurisdiction,
and it is our opinion that no mitigation is nccessary. However, the Mere
Brook system, which runs adjacent to the landfill sites, provides habitat

it :for A- variety Qf;laigratow—b_iz_ggzecms, .as well as mammals, reptiles, and . ..
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Given the bioaocmmlaﬁfén/mgmfmatlon po’oentiJaI of mercury, -and -th
toxicity of scme of the PAH campounds, it is our opinion that the Mere Brock
system should receive more attention. Specifically, we sxqgest the
following: 5 e e
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1. Meroury levels in sediments by leachate seeps were found to be as high
as 3.3 my/kg. We suggest that "hot spot" clean up would be appropriate. The
target clean up level of 1 mg/kg is acceptable.-- Further, PAH levels were
found to be as high as 7,000 ug/kg in sediments of the 0ld beaver marsh on -
Mere Brook (short distance downstream from the landfills). "“Hot spot" clean
up should be considered for PAHs as well as mercury. We presume that a

. sultable target clean up level will need to be detemined
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2. Water quality parameters, such as pH, DO, hardness, as well as grain
siz and total organic content of th sediments, should be measured in Mer
Brock such that the biological availability of some of the heavy metals can
be estimated.

3. In our letter to you dated May 8, 1990, we suggested biological

sampling, principally of macroinvertebrates, in Mere Brock to more clearly
identify impacts to the biclogical community rather than predicting
bioclogical impacts based on sediment, water samples, and computer modeling. -
We cite the Charles George Superfund site as an exanple of vwhare the .

biological c¢ammunity was found to be more contaminated than sediment
sampling would have suggested. We continue to recammend biological sampling,
and should EPA decidea that no further remediation is necessary in Mere
Brook, we feel it is particularly important to provide biological data to
support this poeition. Sampling of bicta fram locations of sediment
accretion along the entire length of Mere Brock (from Sites 143 to the
' 'e .1 Cove) would provide the greatest confidence that
living rescurces are secure. - S ’

In sumary, we bkelieve the remediation proposed for the Eastern Plume is
protective of living natural resources. The proposed remedy for Sites 1 and’
3 satisfies our concerns for jurisdictional natural resources on the site
proper, however, we do not believe that the record supports the continued

“security of the biological commmity at risk in and arcund Mere Brook.
:We appreciate the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, pleése

contact Laura Eaton at 603-225-1411 (FTS 834-4411),




